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508 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. II. 

History of Modern Philosophy, from Nicolas of Cusa to the Present 
Time. By Richard Falckenberg, Professor of Philosophy in the 
University of Erlangen. Translated, with the cooperation of the Author, 
by A. C. Armstrong, Jr., Professor of Philosophy in Wesleyan Uni- 
versity. New York, Henry Holt & Co. — About 550 pp. 

Falckenberg's Geschichte der neueren Philosophic (Leipsic, 1886; 2d 
ed., 1892) is a comprehensive survey in one volume of the entire history 
of modern philosophy, designed to meet the demand for a handbook at 
once scientific and readable. It, therefore, stands midway between the 
exhaustive treatises of Ueberweg and Erdmann, and such sketches as those 
of Schwegler and Bowen. In its original form, it is the outcome of the 
author's experience as a professor of historical philosophy in Jena and 
Erlangen ; while the translation has been undertaken in view of the needs 
of students in our American colleges and universities. The historical 
standpoint of the work is entirely objective ; the method of exposition, a 
free reproduction of the leading principles of the philosophers discussed, 
in preference to direct citation on the one hand, and unchecked subjective 
interpretation on the other. The treatment of British philosophy is full 
and adequate, the author's acquaintance with the foreign thought of the 
eighteenth century being no less marked than his study of the philosophy 
of his native land, while the account of recent movements in England and 
America has been revised and enlarged by the translator. The translation 
is from the second German edition, with the author's latest notes and 
revisions communicated in manuscript. 

The work is divided into two parts, from Descartes to Kant, and from 
Kant to the Present Time, preceded by a thorough discussion of the Period 
of Transition, from Nicolas of Cusa to Descartes. Part I includes 
chapters on Descartes, The Development and Transformation of the 
Cartesian Philosophy, The English Philosophy of the Eighteenth Cen- 
tury, The French Illumination, Leibniz, and the German Illumination. 
Part II is divided into eight chapters: Kant, Fichte, Schelling, Schelling's 
Co-workers, Hegel, The Opposition to Constructive Idealism, Philosophy 
Outside Germany, German Philosophy since the death of Hegel. 

Translator. 



Le pessimisme moderne. Son Histoire et ses Causes. Par Etienne 
Metman. Dijon. Imprimerie Darautiere. 1892. — pp. 399. 

Another long monograph on Pessimism naturally invites comparison 
with Mr. Sully's work on the same subject. The present writer, like his 
predecessor, begins with a chapter on unreasoned Pessimism, and then pro- 
ceeds to the history and criticism of modern pessimistic systems. But 
although this part of the exposition follows the same lines and has the same 



